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I was convinced that safety was better than greatness, and a good foundation in all conditions the greatest happiness.
December 16. Mr. Fox, paymaster of the army, whose employment was valued at 10,000^ per annum, Colonel John Darcy, grandchild and heir to the Earl of Holderness, having not pleased the King in their votes as members of the Lower House having been suspended the King's presence since the prorogation, were now wholly laid aside from their employments ; and 'twas said that it was agreed in council that all persons who should hereafter offend so should be likewise suspended, which startled many. It was observed that my Lord Treasurer was more humble and obliging than formerly, which made most believe that the game went ill on his side, and so it was confessed by Sir Henry Goodricke, brother-in-law to my Lord Dartmouth, another of that party. These pretended to stand upon a Protestant interest; the Qiieen and hers upon the Popish.
Several other gentlemen members of Parliament who had employments were laid aside for not voting as was expected by the King, as my Lord Willoughby, eldest son to my Lord Higli Chamberlain, with two Mr. Berties, his relations, who had, all troops of horse, Mr. FitzwilHam, another captain of horse, brother of my Lord Fitzwilliam, Mr. Cooke, before committed to the Tower by the House of Commons, captain of a company of foot, Mr. Kendall, brigadier in the Horse Guards, and others. This made it the more wondered at, because these were some of •them eminent men as to their families and services to the Crown.
December 22. The Archbishop of York came to see me, but not finding me, told my wife that he heard that my lord Marquis of Halifax, was coining again into business, but upon discourse with the Marquis the day following I found it was a mistake.